INTERNATIONAL GAUDÍ YEAR 2002

A whole year in which to discover Gaudí

This 2002 sees the celebration of 150 years since the birth of Antoni Gaudí (1852-1926), one of the most creative, original and innovative architects in all history. It is for this reason that Barcelona, the city where most of his buildings are concentrated, has promoted the International Gaudí Year, an opportunity to rediscover one of the most appealing personalities of all times; a man in whose interior cohabited the most precise of scientists and the most inspired of artists. Popular festivals, exhibitions, visits to buildings, conferences, shows, workshops – dozens of activities make up the Gaudí Year programme. All are full of suggestions as to how to find out more about one of the most exceptional geniuses of contemporary architecture, the man who made the air explode into a thousand colours, who depicted seemingly impossible shapes, and who played with materials until converting them into vehicles that carry dreams transformed into stone, mosaic or metal …

A huge Gaudí Festival will take place in various locations throughout Barcelona, marking the climax of a year of acts of homage, in an initiative based on public participation. The festival, which will be held on 1 June, will open the doors of all the museums and centres presenting activities related with Gaudí Year. In the evening, a light and fireworks display will convert the expiatory temple of the Sagrada Família into an evocative and colourful expression of plastic-art. The Gaudí Festival is an initiative aimed at bringing Gaudian architecture closer to the people who live with it in their day-to-day lives, as well as to first-time visitors.

Another festive activity will take place on 21 September, set in the mark of the Mercè 2002 festivities. This is the Festa Castellera (the Human-castle Festival) which will encircle the Sagrada Família Temple and will set out to demonstrate the parallelism that exists between these, human, towers and the stone ones of the building.

The exhibitions
Exhibitions are the backbone of the Gaudí Year activities. Some thirty shows approach the figure of the architect from a host of perspectives; they analyse the way he used space, his artistic leanings, the relationships he established with nature and the influence he exercised over contemporary decoration, from furniture to ceramics. Of all the fine exhibitions on offer, three stand out for their singular specific weight: “Gaudí. Experiences. Research into shape”, “Gaudí’s Universe” and “Gaudí. Art and design”.

The first of these exhibitions, “Gaudí. Experiences. Space, geometry, structure and construction”, demonstrates that Gaudí’s original structural solutions have a practical sense, conceived for economy of materials and to make his buildings structurally sound. The event, which may be seen at the Saló de Tinell of the City History Museum from 21 March to 29 September, studies to what extent an absolutely pragmatic constructional logic lies behind Gaudí’s spectacular shapes and capricious forms. It is precisely that link between constructive logic and formal imagination that makes Gaudí a genius.

The second exhibition, “Gaudí’s universe”, examines the relationship between architecture and art. It may be seen at the Barcelona Centre for Contemporary Culture from 31 May to 8 September and is made up of some four hundred works, in an attempt to bring the spectator closer to the singular personality of Gaudí, his way of working and creating and how he became a 20th century artistic reference. The exhibition explores the relationship between Gaudí and different late 19th and early 20th century artistic currents, from medievalism and Arts and Crafts to the avant-gardes, passing through the Pre-Raphaelites and surrealists.

The third of the year’s major exhibitions is entitled “Gaudí. Art and design” and may be visited from 18 June to 24 September at the Pedrera building, the Cultural Centre of the “Caixa Catalunya”. This show highlights the special care Gaudí took when designing not only furniture, but all sorts of objects. At the same time it brings out the extraordinary combination between craft-work and innovative formal solutions, precisely those that have led Gaudí to be considered one of the forerunners of contemporary design.

Besides these large exhibitions, various cultural institutions in the city are exploring the work and life of Gaudí from different perspectives. “Gaudí and the Parc Güell. Architecture and nature” (at the Welcome and Interpretation Centre, Parc Güell, from 11 April to 31 December) makes a detailed analysis of one of the most singular and popular of the architect’s works. “Scenes” (Bd Ediciones de Diseño, from 1 to 30 June) studies Gaudí’s influence on contemporary decoration. “Gaudí, the man and his work” (Diocese Museum of Barcelona, the Pia Almoina building) places the accent on the importance that religious elements had in the life and work of the artist. For a better insight into the artistic context in the air in Gaudí’s Barcelona, the Picasso Museum proposes one of the most extraordinary exhibitions of recent years, the intense and unrepeatable “Paris-Barcelona 1888-1937”, open until 26 May. The deep relationship between Eusebi Güell and Antoni Gaudí is manifested in “Life in a palace …”. There is no art without principal, and the industrialist Eusebi Güell played a major role in the development of Gaudí’s career. It is this relationship that is studied in the aforementioned exhibition, which can be visited from 21 March to 30 December, in the Palau Güell. “Painter and sculptor friends of Gaudí” (Francisco Godia Foundation, from 13 June to 29 September) explores Gaudí’s friendship with many of the artists of the epoch. Another exceptional show is “Jujol, designer” (National Art Museum of Catalonia, from 17 September to 10 November), in which a selection of some of the most interesting works of one of Gaudí’s greatest collaborators may be seen.

Gaudí’s Barcelona

Although Gaudí’s works are scattered all over Spain, the majority is concentrated in Catalonia and, in particular, in Barcelona. They are works that form part of the day-to-day urban landscape and are admired every day of the year by thousands of visitors. And for some time now, these visitors have been able to enjoy the comfort of getting to know Barcelona from the Tourist Bus. Now, in the framework of the celebration of Gaudí Year, the Barcelona Bus Turístic has prepared a number of special stops that allow passengers access to the architect’s numerous works around the city, as well as to all of the spaces in which activities are being organized during these months. The Barcelona Bus Turístic will be the backbone of a route that rediscovers Gaudí, by visiting not only places that are usually open to the public, but also others such as the Casa Batlló, which will be available for public viewing for the first time. With visits and guided tours to the Sagrada Família, the Parc Güell, the Güell Palace, and so on, Gaudí’s Barcelona opens wide the doors to show its niches, its treasures.

Conferences, courses, concerts …

Not only can Gaudí Year be seen, it can also be heard. An ambitious programme of conferences, seminars, courses and workshops offer a wealth of possibilities for people who wish to know more about the architect. With a varied and heterogenic programme, there are activities for all tastes, ages and levels of understanding, from those who already know Gaudí well but wish to amplify their knowledge, to those who want to know the most significant key points about this artistic creator. Experts from all over the world will analyse Gaudí from different points of view in a wide range of initiatives which will take place at the Virreina Palace, in Barcelona libraries, the Col.legi or Association of Catalan Architects, the Barcelona Centre for Contemporary Culture and the Department of the History of Art of the University of Barcelona, among others. Outstanding among the series of conferences is Gaudí, an interdisciplinary look, which will take place from 11 April to 16 May in the Virreina Palace and which, in the framework of the Converses a Barcelona, Gaudí will be approached from the field of architecture, history of art, science, design and so on. Barcelona libraries will hold the cycle of discussions Be Gaudí, from 13 April to 23 November, which will be complemented by didactic material and commentated visits.

Gaudí’s concepts and theories will be analysed in the cycle of conferences to be organized by the Col.legi of Architects from 9 May to 13 June, within their exhibition “Gaudí. Research into shape”. In June, the Barcelona Centre for Contemporary Culture will present Gaudí’s time, a study of the relationships between architecture, the city and thought. The Auditorium of the Caixa de Catalunya Foundation, for their part will host Gaudí in contemporary architecture, an international seminar which will review Gaudí’s contribution to Catalan and Spanish architecture. The Politècnica de Catalunya Foundation is organizing Art and craft in Gaudí’s work, a summer course from 1 to 6 June, which is offered as an introduction to Gaudí’s work from an artistic point of view.

Other interesting activities include the visit to the workshop, the Taller d’Etsuro Sotoo in the Sagrada Família Temple (4 June) and the act of creation and evocation that the KRTU centre is organizing on 25 June, entitled Recreating Gaudí, Gaudí and literature, in which experts from different disciplines take part in rendering homage to the architect on the very day on which the 150th anniversary of his birth is celebrated.

Another homage will be offered on 10 July at the Sant Felip Neri church, where the figures of Gaudí and mossèn Jacint Verdaguer will be remembered. The University of Barcelona has programmed three specialized courses, from 1 to 12 July, around the figure of Gaudí. Various proposals conceived with the younger enthusiast in mind, such as the educational workshops, complete the wide-ranging programme of educational activities that make up part of Gaudí Year.

Music will also play its part in Gaudí Year. On 28 May, the gardens of Palau Robert will be the setting for a concert to be offered by the Empordà Chamber orchestra, conducted by Carles Coll, with a programme made up of works by the leading musicians of modernism. Days of dance returns to the Parc Güell after a year’s absence, on 21 July while, on summer evenings, the Temple of the Sagrada Família will stage various Musical nights. One of the most outstanding initiatives of the year in terms of shows will be the premier, on 23 September, of Gaudí, a Pre-Presentation Gala of which will take place on 17 May. This musical show, which may be seen at the Barcelona Musical Theatre in the Palau dels Esports, offers a musical journey through the architect’s life and work. The seventh edition of the Festival de Tardor, or Autumn Festival Ribermúsica 2002, which will be held from 18 to 20 October, is also especially dedicated to Gaudí. Finally, celebration of Gaudí Year has prompted the organizers of the MTV Europe Music Awards 2002 to hold their annual Gala in Barcelona; it will take place in Palau Sant Jordi on 14 November.

Gaudí Year, beyond Barcelona

Even though the most emblematic of Gaudí’s works are concentrated in Barcelona, some of his architectural interventions are set in other places. Gaudí Year therefore offers a list of suggestions as to how to understand the figure of the architect in other towns and cities. From Agramunt to Pobla de Lillet, from Leon to Rome, the exhibitions, guided tours and shows make up a highly attractive programme.

In Girona on 17 September, you can see the exhibition “Gaudí’s dreams” an initiative, with photographs of Marc Llimargas, that attempt to reveal the distinct readings that are hidden behind Gaudian work. In la Pera, the Castell Gala Dalí House-Museum will host the exhibition “Dalí to Gaudí. The revolution of the originality feeling”, which studies the relationship between these two creators. In Leon, the theme of Dreaming in stone gathers together a host of acts of homage, from the publication of books to audiovisual productions and including dance, theatre and a ‘gastronomic week’.

Madrid will hold the “Gaudí’s universe” exhibition which, after having been seen in Barcelona, will travel to the Reina Sofía National Museum Art Centre, from 15 October 2002 to 6 January 2003. In Lleida, the University rectory will offer “Fragments of Gaudí” from 11 November to 12 December. Coinciding with Gaudí Year, Mataró has restored the two buildings that the architect created for the Cooperativa Obrera Mataronense.
The city of Palma de Mallorca will hold the IX International Meeting of Gaudí Studies (from 6 to 8 June at the “la Caixa” Foundation) and the exhibition “The spirit of Gaudí in Mallorca” (in November, at the Direcció General d’Arquitectura i Habitatge). Reus is organizing several activities, among which the photography exhibition “Dreaming Gaudí” is worthy of note and may be seen from 9 to 31 May at the Sala Fortuny of the Centre de Lectura.

Also to be seen in Reus is “Gaudí without Gaudí” (from 6 June to 27 July at the Exhibition Hall of the Caixa Tarragona Llotja), meetings on modernism organized by the Centre de Lectura in a monograph dedicated to the architect. One of the most outstanding acts programmed for Reus will be the show which, under the title The geniuses of creativity has been prepared by the comedy troupe Comediants and which will take place in the Prioral (the Prioral Church) on 25 June, the very day of Gaudí’s birth. Courses, workshops and various cultural activities complete the homage programme in Reus.

Santa Coloma de Cervelló will dedicate exhibitions and tours aimed at offering greater knowledge of the Colònia Guell and, in November, the town’s streets will travel back in time to the year 1900, as part of the Modernism festival. For its part, Tarragona will hold the Gaudí, Creator and master: Jujol and Martinell congress (from 17 to 19 April, at the headquarters of the Association or Col.legi of Architects).

Gaudí Year also arrives beyond the Spanish borders: the exhibition “Antoni Gaudí: a polyhedrical vision” offers a review of Gaudí’s work based on the work of contemporary Catalan photographers. The exhibition has already visited the Instituto Cervantes of Rome, and may be seen in Milan until April and subsequently will travel to Tel Aviv (May to June) and Munich (September and October). Finally, the Hague (May) and Stuttgart (June) will host the exhibition of photographs, plans and models “Gaudí innovator”.

Antoni Gaudí, life and work
Antoni Gaudí i Cornet was born in the year 1852 in Reus. At the age of 17 he moved to Barcelona to study architecture. Skilful, an observer and precise in his mathematical calculations, he quickly managed to stand out among other students at the school. At the same time however, his excessive imagination and highly unorthodox way of working structural forms soon brought out jealousy and misunderstanding from his teachers. Nonetheless convinced of his possibilities, Gaudí captivated a bourgeois townswoman, fascinated by his creative, unique artistic proposals. Outstanding among the principals for whom he worked was Eusebi Güell. Gaudí dedicated the last twelve years of his life to his posthumous work, the Sagrada Família, the project for which arose out of a profound spiritual crisis and of which only one completed tower would ever be seen by its creator. Gaudí died in Barcelona in 1926, knocked down by a tram.

Gaudí is popular for his unusual and audacious shapes. The warped walls and roofs, the parabolic arches, the twisted towers, the spiral chimneys and so on, all form part of a personal language, directly inspired by nature. The precision of Gaudí’s calculations is complemented by his freedom of form when creating unique and unrepeatable works: the Casa Vicens, in the historical Mudejar style; the Güell Palace; the residential building of the Casa Calvet, the Bellesguard tower, with its Gothic reminiscences; the Parc Güell, in which Gaudí ‘urbanised’ a fragment of nature and created a landscape where human beings and vegetation may dialogue in harmony; the Casa Batlló, where he created an explosion of colours on the façade; the Casa Milà, better-known as the Pedrera, one of the most admired buildings in the entire world. And, finally, the Temple of the Sagrada Família, in which Gaudí synthesised architectural theory and practice.
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